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THE VIRGINIA BAPTIS1 
CHRONICLE. 
CHAP. 1ii—szc. 1. 

The persecution of the Baptists. 

The first settlers of the an- 
cient dominion of Virginia were 
chiefly emigrantsfromEngland, 
of the English Church, just at 
a point of time when it was 
flushed with a complete victory 
over all other religious persua- 
sions; it would seem they bro’t 
with them that spirit of intole- 
rance, which at that period was 
the order of the day mm the mo- 
ther country. 

Possessed, as they became, of 
the powers of making, adminis- 
tering, and exec uting the laws, 
we shall not w onder to find 
them fostering, nourishing, and 
supporting their own favourite 
Church, and jpbibitiag all. and 
every other sect er denomina- 
tion. 

Accordingly, asearly as 1623, 
we find provision made by law, 
for Ministers of the Gospel to 
perform Divine Service on on e- 
ry Sabbath, but it must be done 
according to the rites and cere- 


monies of the Church of Eng- 
land. A Chapel, or room, for 
that purpose was to be previd- 
ed inevery settlement om parish, 

and every titheable was to pay 
to the Minister yearly. ten ibs. 
of tobaeco and a bushel of in- 
dian corn; if any minister ab- 
sented himself from his parish 
two months in the year, he for- 
feited half his salary; ff four 
months he forfeited the whole; 
whoever was absent from church 
one Sunday, without a lawful 
excuse, was fined a 
tobacco; and for a month's ab- 
sence he was fined fifty peunds. 


“To preserve the purity of 


doctrine, and the unity of the 
Church.” it was enacted im 
1643, that all mmisters sheuld 


be confermabie te the Chatech 


af Engiand, and that me ethers 
be permitted to teach, or preach, 
privately or publicly.” it was 
further provided, that the Gev- 
ernor and Council sheuld take 
care that all »o~-comrmaeé de~ 
parted the colony with all cen- 
veniency. 
Phe poor Quakers were dy 
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ing from persecution in Eng- 
land. They cast their eyes on 
these new countries as asylums 
of civil and religious freedom; 
but they found them free only 
for the reigning sect. Several 
acts of the Virginia Assembly 
of 1659, 1662, and 1693, made 
it penal in parents to refuse to 
have their children baptized; 
had prohibited the unlawful as- 
sembling of Quakers: had made 
it penal for any master of a ves- 
sel to bring a Quaker into the 
State: had ordered those alrea- 
dy here, and such as should 
come thereafter, to be imprison- 
ed till they should find security 
to leave the country; provideda 
milder punishment for thetr first 
and second return, but death 
for their third; had inhibited all 
persons from suffering their 
meetings in or near their houses, 
entertaining them individually, 
or disposing of books which 
supported their tenets. 

In the year 1661, the supre- 
macy of the Church of England 
was again fully established.— 
The first nine acts of the ses- 
sion held in March, 1661-2, are 
devoted to that subject; a church 
was to be built in every parish, 
and vestries appointed. Glebes 
were directed to be procured 
for the ministers, and conven- 
ient houses built thereon; ip ad- 
dition to which their salaries 
were fixed at eighty pounds 
Virginia currency, per annum, 
besides their perquisites. No 
ministerwaspermitted to preach 
unless he had received ordina- 
tion from some bishop in Eng- 
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land. Ifany person, without 
such ordination, attempted to 
preach publicly or privately, 
the Governor & Council might 
suspend and silence him; if he 
persisted, they were empower- 
ed to send him out of the coun- 
try. Every person was com- 
pelled to attend Church under 
the penalty of fifty pounds of to- 
bacco for each wilful failure: but 
Quakers and .Non-conformists 
were liable to the penalties of 
the statute of the 23d of Eliza- 
beth, which was £20 sterling 
for every month’s absence: 
moreover, for twelve months 
absence, to give security for 
good behaviour. 

Various other laws passed 
between the above period, and 
the commencement of the Ame- 
rican Revolution, by which the 
established religion of the 
Church of England was pro- 
tected by the State. ‘The sala- 
ry of the ministers was at length 
settled in the year 1696, at six- 
teen thousand pounds of tobac- 
co, to be levied by the vestry on 
the titheables of their parish, 
and so continued till the revo- 
lution. Any minister admitted 
into a parish, was entitled to all 
the spiritualand temporal rights 
thereof, and might maintain an 
action against any poroon who 
attempted to disturb him in his 
possession. ‘The same acts al- 
so provided for Glebes, Xc. for 
the Ministers. 


It was thus the Church of 


Kngland, as established in Vir- 
vinia, supported and nourished 
by the government, furnished 
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ith ample salaries, and back- 
d by the strong arm of civil 
ower, swayed her ghostly scep- 
ye for at least one hundred 
years, with scarcely a solitary 
ival who dared to call in ques- 
ion her dogmas or expose her 
prrors, or in any Way to disturb 
yer luxurious repose: her clergy 
or the greater part, lolled in 
he chair of supine indolence, 
paying little regard to the flock 
ecause they were certain to 
pbtain the fleece. No wonder 
hat a large proportion of those 
ninisters, Who ought to have 
been examples to the flock, 
were not only ignorant of the 
vital power of religion, but 
came far short of being even 
moral characters; true, they 
read prayers and moral dis- 
courses. every Sabbath, when 
convenient, but, as to truly e- 
vangelical doctrines, or genuine 
vital piety, it appears that, with 
afew solitary exceptions, it was 
little known or understood, or 
even heard of amongst them; 
the consequence was, that a 
large proportion of the people 
were grossly wicked & profane; 
and as for the more moral part 
of the community, they were 
entirely ignorant of true and 
vital piety, they being taught 
that they were made christians 
by baptism, and, consequently, 
that nothing more was lacking 
than to attend church and live 
a sober and moral life. 

It could not have been expect- 
ed that the established church, 
whose foundations were thought 
fo be deeply and firmly laid, 
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whose winisters were men of 
considerable scientific and lite- 
rary knowledge, and had ‘cen 
examined and ordained by some 
Bishop in the mother country; 
and whose towers and bulwarks 
were imagined to be impregna- 
ble, would tamely and passive- 
ly submit and ground her arms 
to a parcel of illiterate men, 
who were then thought to be no 
more than a mere rabble of ig- 
norant,wrongheaded enthusias- 
tics and fanatics. No, the lion 
will not be ousted from his 
lurking place withouta combat; 
the strong man armed, will not 
give up his palace without a 
struggle. 

When the first Baptist preach- 
ers began actively and zealous- 
ly to labour in Virginia, the es- 
tablished clergy, and men in 
power seem to have thought 
them objects of contempt and 
ridicule, rather than of fear or 
jealousy; but in a short time 
they increased so rapidly, and 
their principles took such deep 
root, and spread so fast, as to 
seriouslyalarm these craftsmen. 
‘** Our craft is in danger.” was 
reiterated through the colony; 
‘*those who have turned the 
world upside down have come 
hither alse.” ‘They railed a- 
gainst them in public and in 
private; they warned the peo- 
ple to beware of these false 
prophets,these wolves in sheep's 
clothing, who creep into heuses 
and lead captive silly women; 
they told frightful tales con- 
cerning the German dradepeasts. 
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Munster were resorted to in or- 
der to prove that the Baptists 
were dangerous and seditious 
heretics, and enthusiasts. The 
Baptists in their turn (and no 
doubt sometimes with too much 
acrimony) would rebut these 
calumnies by declaring “ that 
they were no more accountable 
for the extravagancies of the 
German nabap ists than the 
Protestants were for the super- 
stitious foolcries of the Papists;’’ 
** that the Bible alone was the 
standard of their faith and prac- 
tice—by this they were willing 
to be judged; that the Baptists 
believed and preached accord- 
ing to the articles of the Church 
of England (except a few) even 
more than the preachers and 
professors of that Church did 
themselves.”? ‘They would of- 
ten tartly retort on their oppo- 
nents in language something 
like the following: ** We pro- 
fess to be Chr istians, and you 
profess the same; we appe: al to 
the Bible and common sense to 


judge which of us has the best 


claim to the name; you keep up 
no kind of discipline in your 
church; do you not admit drun- 
kards, gamblers, conmmon liars, 

and profane swearers, into your 
communion? Yea, are not many 
of your ministers, men of very 
loose morals, neither fearing 
Godnor workingrighteousness? 
hirelings, caring for the fleece, 
but unmindful of the flock.”°— 
Foiled in their arguments, and 
galled to the quick by those tart 
repurtees, and finding that ar- 
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gumentation, instead of check. 
ing the progress of the work, 
rather increased it, they resoly. 
ed to put a stop to this grow. 
ing evil (as they called it) by 
something that should carry 
with it a stronger force than all 
their arguments. 

It is now generally believed, 
that there was no law existing 
at that time in Virginia to im. 
prison men for preaching: hovw- 
ever, they strained every law 
in the Virginia code, in order 
to find ways and means to put 
down these disturbers of the 
peace, as the Baptist preachers 


were at that time called. At | 


length they selected two laws, 
which they were determined to 
construe in such a manner as 
to answer the intended purpose. 
‘The first of these was the law 
for the ** preservation of the 
peace,’’ and the second was tlie 
law for apprehending of stroll- 
ers and vagrants. ‘The latter 
could operate on the itinerant 
preachers only; but the former 
would effect preachers of every 
description; so that they were 
generally apprehended as dis- 
turbers of the peace, and in 
some instances as strollers. 

It must not be understood 
that every county im Virginia 
joined in this persecution; no, 
the greater part wisely prefer- 
red the wholesome counsel of 
Gamaliel, Acts v. 38, 39, **.4nd 
now, I say unto you, refrain from 
these men, and let them alone: 


ov if this counsel, or this work 
. 9 


be of men. it will come to nought: 
But, if it be of God, ye cannot 
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yverthrow it: lest haply ye be 
fyind even to fight against God.”’ 
As there was no law to compel 
the officers and magistrates to 
persecute the preachers, so it 
was only those whose bigotry 
and intolerant spirits prompted 
them to these unreasonable and 
oppressive measures. Upon the 
whole it does not appear that 
more than ten or twelve coun- 
F ties carried on the work of per- 
secution to any great extent; 
and itis worthy of remark, that 
jin the most of those counties 
the Baptist principles have a- 
bundantly prospered, and still 
continues to prosper in an un- 
paralie:'ed degree. 
(lo be Continued.) 








ILLUSTRATIONS | F SCRIPTURE. 

Many relics of ancient cus- 
toms are still visible among the 
inhabitants of the East. ‘Lhe 
moral and political condition 
of the inhabitants has, indeed, 
been greatly changed; but they 
evidently retain many of the 
manners of their fathers, and 
apparently glory in imitating 
their illustrious progenitors.— 
In Egypt, and other countries 
renowned in scripture, the 
Christian traveller is introduc- 
ed to many scenes that shed 
creat light on the histerical and 
figurative parts of the Divine 
word. A knowledge of orien- 
tal customs, and of the geogra- 
phy of the east, is very impor- 
tant to every Christian, as it 
serves to remove much obscu- 
rity that hangs over numerous 
passages; to reconcile apparent 


contradictions in the sacred 
text; to solve intricacies, and 
render perfectly plain and sim- 
ple, many portions of the sa- 
cred text, that thousands, desti- 
tute of such knowledge, have 
wreichedly perverted by the ap- 
plication of a misguided fancy. 
Fanciful interpretations of the 
scriptures are frequent, but ar- 
gue great temerity and negiect 
of sound principles. The Rev. 
Mr. Burder and Professor Pax- 
ton, ‘have written extensively 
upon subjects calculated admi- 
rably to elucidate the scriptures, 
by authentic and lucid descrip- 
tions of oriental customs, and 
interesting accounts of the na- 
tural history of those countries 
where the scenes recorded in 
the bible were mostly laid. A 
more compendious system than 
cither of these, for general cir- 
culation, is a desideratum. 
Mr. Jowett has recently pub- 
lished the result of his arduous 
and praiseworthy labours, enti- 
tled ** Christian Researches in 
the Mediterranean.” This work 
increases the stock of informa- 
tion already attained, upon a 
subject so interesting to the 
church. Sailing up the Nilein 
Egypt, Mr. Jowett remarks: 
«We observed the people ma- 
king holes in the sandy soil on 
the side of the river. Into these 
holes they put a small quantity 
of pigeon’s dung and feathers, 
with the seed of melons and cu- 
cumbers. The value of this ma- 
nure is alluded to in 2 Kings, 
vi. 25. The produce of this 
toil L had an opportunity of see- 
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ing, in due season; that 15s, 
in the following month of June. 
Extensive fields of ripe melons 
and cucumbers then adorned 
the sides of the river. ‘They 
grew in such abundance, that 
the sailors freely helped them- 
selves. Some guard, however, 
is placed upon them. Occasion- 
ally, but at long and desolate 
intervals, we may observe a lit- 
tle hut, made of reeds, just ca- 
pable of containing one man, 
being, in fact, little more than 
a fence against the north wind. 
In these I have observed, some- 
times, a poor old man, perhaps 
Jame, feebly protecting the pro- 
perty. Itexactly illustrates I- 
Sai.i. 8. And the daughie: of Zion 


is eft as alodgeina garden of 
cucumbers * ‘he abundance of 


these mostnecessary vegetables, 
brings to mind the murmurs-of 
the Israelites, Numbers ii. 5, 6. 
We remember the cucumbers, and 
the melons. and the leeks, and the 
onions, and the garlic, but now 
our soulis dried away.” 

**At one place, the people 
were making bricks, with straw 
cut into small pieces, and min- 
gled with clay to bind it. They 
were, in short, engaged exactly 
as the Israelites used to be, mak- 
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* This passage has not unfrequently 
been perversely interpreted. A cler 
gyman not long since selected this asa 
text, and read the passage to his con- 
¥ egation thus: The daughter of Zion is 

ft 48s a log in a garden of cucumbers” 
“ A log,” said he, “we ull know is un- 
wieldy, and would be a cumbersome 
nuisance in a bed of cucumbers ” This, 
he applied, .ccording to his own meth- 
od of spiritualizing, to the daughter of 
Lion. 
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ing bricks with straw; and for 
a similar purpose, to build ex. 
tensive granaries for the bashaw 
treasure-cities for Pharaoh ;” 
Exodus 1. 11. 

We cannot omit the follow- 
ing notice of the subject of bup. 
tism ‘The Greek Bishop of 
Smyrna, when conversing with 
Mr. Jowett, said, * There are 
five points in _— we differ 
from the Latins; 1. Baptism; 
we baptize the w hole body, for 
Christ went up out of the water, 
a plain proof that he went into it! 
The other points of difference 
are, the procession of the Holy 
Ghost, Purgatory, the Pope's 
supremacy, and the Host.? Re 
specting the Host, the Hishop 
remarked, *They use unleaven- 
ed, which is not bread—the 
Greek of which means complete 
bread; and surely,’ said he, *we 
ought to know the meaning.’— 
We suppose that if the Bishop 
were acquainted with the dis- 
putes we have in England and 
America, respecting the i import 
of the Greek words used in re- 
ference to baptism, he would 
Say again, and perhaps even 
our pedo-baptist friends will 
agree, that some importance Is 
to be attached to the opinion of 
a native Greek, * surely we 
ought to know the meaning.’ 

Mr. Jowett also informs us, 
that in the Coptic church, at A- 
lexandria, § they have a large 
laver, in which they baptize the 
whole body of the infant, using 
lukewarm water and holy oil.’ 











Love among Brethren. 87 


From the Columbian Star. 
BEROLD, HOW GOOD AN} HOW PLEASANT 
IT 1S FOR BRETHREN TO DWELL To- 
GETHER IN UNI'Y. David. 


Where God bestows his bles- 
sing, and Christians * keep the 
unity of the spirit, in the bond 
of peace,” how delightful the 
scene! All that is salutary and 
beautiful is blended together.— 
The kind and tender affections, 
then have an indescribable pow - 
er to charm the soul. Then do 
Christians enjoy someantepasts 
of that communion and fellow- 
ship, of which they will be made 
full partakers, when they shall 
sing the song of Moses and the 
Lamb among the redeemed in 
Heaven. On earth the Joyous 
harmony begins, which will be 
consummated in glory. Then 
the hearts of christians are glad- 
dened by the fruition of that 
blessed oneness which is peculiar 
to God’s people, and without 
which, their peace and joy in be- 
lieving, are likely tobe no more 
thannominal. ‘Then they love 
the same objects; they think and 
act alike: and unite, without 
clashing, and without halting or 
wavering, in promoting peace 
on earth and good-will to men. 
‘They pursue the heavenly road 
as fellow-travellers, bound to 
the same celestial city, whose 
erand aim it is, in all their 
movements, to give glory to 
God in the highest. Surely, 
none, Who ever experienced the 
pleasure And satisfaction, to be 
derived from fellowship and u- 
nity among brethren, can rest 
contented, without a continual 
participation of such joys. 
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Were the spirit of unity pro- 
perly cultivated, and habitual- 
ly fostered, we should not wit- 
ness the heart-rending divisions 
Which so often occur; every a- 
venue would be stopped, which 
might lie open to animositiesand 
contentions; nor would our ears 
be so often pained with the news 
of listlessness and declension in 
religion. When brethren suffer 
the bonds of attachment to relax, 
they give a sorry evidence of 
their vital union to Christ, the 
ereat head of the church; for 
how dwelleth the leve of God in 
them? ** By this shall all men 
know that ye are my disciples,” 
says our Saviour, “if ye have 
love one to another.”” By ne- 
electing to cherish sentiments 
of cordiality and esteem, Chris- 
tians bereave themselves of ma- 
ny spiritual comforts, the de- 
privation of which has atenden- 
cy to darken the soul, and must 
necessarily be very prejudicial 
to the interests of true piety.— 
Such an example is calculated 
to make the men of the world 
regard religion as an empty 
name, and to inquire, * What 
do these Christians more than 
others??? Christians ** are the 
lightot the world. A city that 
is set on a hill cannot be hid.” 
‘To urge the necessity and util- 
ity of maintaining unity among 
brethren, is perhaps unnecessa- 
ry, since all must be convinced, 
without the aid of reasoning, 
of their duty in this respect, and 
of the immense advantages like- 
ly to accrue from an attention 
to this duty. Every one will 
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admit, that 1¢ is incumbent up- 
on him, to preserve unity of 
heart and action with his breth- 
ren, in every manner possible, 
whether by exercising forbear- 
ance, affording relief, adminis- 
tering reproof with all gentle- 
ness, encouraging one another 
in every good word and work, 
or confirming and comforting 
one another in the truth. When 
brethren lose sight of such an 
object, they become regardless 
of one of the most urgent re- 
quisitions, and one of the most 
valuable and charming privi- 
leges of the gospel. EUMENEs. 








From the Columbian Star. 
USEFUL HINTS. 

A worthy ministering broth- 
er, in a letter to the editor, com- 
municates, for publication, the 
following incident: 

‘*In January last, I preached 
at Grassy Creek, in Granville 
county, (N. C.) from a passage 
in Solomon’s Songs. As is too 
common, I observed my text 
was in Canticles. After the 
sermon was over, I went to Mr. 
N’s to dinner. In a short time, 
as 1S Common, it was asked in 
an adjacent room, where the 
text Was One of the company 
said, it was not in the Bible; 
‘‘ for,” he added, * I have read 
a great deal in the scriptures, 
and never saw such a book as 
the Canticles.””7. "The company 
were altogether ignorant of the 
word, but insisted on it that 
there was such a book. ‘The 
man got quite angry, and I was 
called upon to show the text.—- 
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When TI had doneso, I explain- 
ed the word Canticles to him. 
He still continued dissatisfied, 
and insisted on it that it was 
not inthe Bible. ‘Therefore, 
whenever I have preached from 
this book, I have chosen to use 
the title given it by the author 
himself. ‘This has confirmed 
me in the belief which I have 
ever entertained, that ministers 
should use great plainness of 
specch in the Pulpit. 
THADDEUS,” 

“ Thaddeus” has very frank- 
ly furnished, from his own ex- 
perience, a hint which may be 
usefulto the minister. He might 
have added, that itis ** too com- 
mon * to select texts from Solo- 
mon’s Song. No book in the 
Bible, probably, requires a more 
mature and sober judgment, a 
deeper knowledge of the mys- 
tery of godliness, and a more 
subdued and chastened imagin- 
ation, in order to expound it in 
anedifying manner. Yet there 
is scarcely any book, to which 
young preachers are more prone 
to resort for texts. ‘The reason 
for this preference, seems to be, 
that the allegorical nature of 
the book gives free scope tor the 
exercise of fanciful and ingen- 
ious interpretation. ‘hey not 
only call it, like * Thaddeus,’’ 
by a name which is not in the 
Bible, but they often deduce 
from it ** laboured nothings,” 
which are not to be found in the 
Bible, and which have no effect 
but to “amaze the unlearned,” 
and to make the judiciousgrieve. 
The best preachers whoin it has 
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peen our privilege to know, have 
been most remarkable for the 
simplicily and sober, practical u- 
tility of the texts which they 
have usually selected. Judicious 
and timely exposition is, of 
course, not included in these 
remarks. 

a 
DESCRIPTION OF ALEPPO, PRE- 
vi Us PU ITS DESTRUCTI N. 

‘ALEPP , or HALER, one of 
the chief cities of Syria, is sit- 
uated in a vast plain, which ex- 
tends from the Orontes to the 
Euphrates. It is built on eight 
hills, on the highest of which 
the castle is erected, and is sup- 
posed to be the ancient Berea, 
(Acts xvil. 10,) itis said to con- 
tain more than 200,000 inhabi- 
tants. ‘Lhe houses are large 
and commodious, all nearly of 
the same height, having terraces 
on the top, on which persons 
may go from house to house 
without descending into the 
streets. ‘The city is construct- 
ed with some elegance, and is 
one of the cleanest and most 
healthy cities in Syria. The 
tall cypress trees, contrasted 
with the white minarets of nu- 
merous mosques, give the whole 
a most picturesque appearance.’ 











EARTHQUAKE OF ALEPPO, 

Mr. Barker, British Consul 
at Antioch, in giving an ac- 
count of the earthquake, which, 
on the night of the 13th of Au- 
gust, brought down this great 
city to its foundations, says, 
‘flashes of volcanic fire were 
perceived at various times thra’- 


out the night. ‘There was noth- 
ing remarkable in the weather, 
or in the state of the atmosphere. 

“It is impossible to convey 

an adequate idea of the scenes 
of horror during that dreadful 
night. Hundreds of decrepid 
parents, half-buried in the ru- 
ins, imploring the succour ot 
their sons; distracted mothers 
franticly lifting heavy stones 
from heaps that covered the bo- 
dies of their lifeless infants; 
the crash of falling walls, the 
shrieks, the groans, the accounts 
of agony and despair of that 
long night cannot be described. 

* Aleppo, Antioch, and seve- 
ral other towns, thus became, 
in ten or twelve seconds, heaps 
of ruins; and, at the lowest com- 
putation, 20,000 human beings 
were destroyed, and as many 
more were maimed & wounded. 

‘Although slight shocks of 
sarthquakes have sometimes 
been telt in this country, and a 
single town, Latachia, was par- 
tially thrown down about twen- 
ty-seven years ago, yet none 
very destructive is recorded but 
one, Which happened about six- 
teen centuries ago, when one- 
third of the inhabitants of An- 
tioch perished, when it contain- 
ed 700,000 souls. 

‘From subsequent letters if 
appears that the shocks of the 
earthquakes continued to be 
felt, at various times, up to the 
19th of October; more than two 
manths after the first fatal 
shock.’’ 
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From the Jewish Expositor, 
Account OF THE PROVIDENTIAL ESCAPE 
or Mr. Wotrr, purine THe Eanta- 

QUAKE IN SYRIA, 

For some time past we have 
not been without our fears for 
the safety of that zealous mis- 
sionary, Mr. Wolff, whose jour- 
nals have been perused with so 
much interest. Knowing that 
he was at Aleppo a short time 
before the awful judgment with 
which it has been visited, we 
were apprehensive that he might 
have been buried with thou- 
sands in its ruins. Those fears, 
we are thankful to say, have 


been removed by the receipt of 


the following letter from him, 
dated Alexandria, Oct. 7. ‘The 
account, however, which it con- 
tains of the providential delive- 
rance which he experienced, 
shows that our apprehensions 
were not altogether unfounded. 
We commend it to the perusal 
of our readers, assured that it 
cannot fail to excite at once 
their sympathy and their grat- 
itude. 
Avexaxpria, Oct. 7, 1823. 

I left Aleppo on the Sd of 
August, and arrived again at 
Antioch on the 5th, where I 
stopped till the 11th of August. 
John Barker, Esq. BritishCon- 
sul General of Aleppo, who was 
just there with his amiablefami- 
jy, told me that the Ansari, I- 
dolaters, as they are supposed 
to be, are continuing to read the 
New ‘Testaments I presented to 
them. I distributed again some 
New Testaments in Persian and 
Arabic, left Antioch on the 12th 
of August, and arrived in the 
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village of Jesia, near Lattachia. 
The heat induced me-to the de- 
terminatien to sleep in the opea 
field, rather than accept the kind 
offer of Mahomed Agha, one of 
the Shechs of the Ansari, who 
invited me to sleep in his house, 
which was built of stone; and 
thus it was thy will, O Lord; 
blessed be thy nameJcsus Christ! 
possessed of glory and honor.-— 
As I firmly iusisted to remain 
with my servant in the open 
field, the Shecks and all the o- 
ther inhabitants of that village 
came to talk with me in Arabic. 
l told them that their brethren 
in Antiochia have accepted co- 
pies of the gospel, and are read- 
ing them with anxiety. The 
Shech Mahomed Agha desired 
me to give to him likewise some 
copies of the gospel, and I pro- 
mised to comply with his wish 
next morning after my arrival 
in Lattachia; and thus we sat 
very comfortably together on 
the ground, drinking milk, smo- 
king the pipe, and conversing; 
it was a great wind—calm at 9 
o’clock, & 20 minutes after that 
very evening, ** the Lord look- 
ed upon the earth and it trem- 
bled!’—A terrible shock, first 
horizontal, and thirty-six verti- 
cal ones, accompanied by a noise 
like the thunder of cannons, 
proceeded out from the earth. 
L prayed, crying to Jesus my 
Lord, an the Ansari exclaim- 
ed, * Merciful Lord, “Jercitul 
Lord” We first stood still upou 
one place, but we feared to stand 
still; we leaped about, and wo 
feared tu leap about; for the 
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earth threatened every where to 
open her mouth and swallow us 
up. Uhe f.iling of houses, the 
shrieks and lamentations of dy 

ing women and babes, who Were 
plunged in a time of sixty se- 
conds, into an awful eternity, 
produced in us all the frm belief 
that the judgment day of the 
Lord is now coming! Mahomed 
Agha exclaimed, * Thisis of the 
Lore! The observation of that 
Ansari, makes me believe that 
that sect are not idolaters, for [ 
cannot suppose that such an ob- 
servation, in such a terrible mou- 
ment, could be hypocrisy. I felt 
then more than ever the force 
of the passage in sacred writ, 
saying, ** Le mountains, fall on 
us, ye hills cover us.’ I can 
say, that | was the instrument 
in the Lord’s haad, of saving 
the lives of many persons; for, 
if L had accepted the offer of the 
Shech, and had entered their 
houses, we should have become 
victims of the terrible earth- 
quake, The earthquake was, 
afier the terrible shocks, felt re- 
peatedly every hour, two and 
three, and often four times thro’ 
the whole night. IL went the 
next day to Lattachia, but per- 
ceived that all the inhabitaots 
were out of town, in the open 
field, having left behind their 
property, which was buried un- 
der the ruins of their houses, I 
saw many naked, they went not 
back to take their clothes; and 
I saw sucking children fainting 
away, for they drank the milk 
of terror. “ Wo unto them that 
were with child, and to them 
that gave suck inthat day.” J 


went first to see the Franks of 
that town, and then the Greeks; 
they were all with pale faces and 
with tears in their eyes; and 
those who received me on my 
first arrival at Lattachia with 
kind countenances, have been 
so taken up with sorrows, bea- 
Viness and terrors, that the mo- 
ther did nut mind the cries of 
her babes! On hundred and fil- 
ty houses have been utterly de- 
stroyed, and some hundreds of 
persons lost their lives. It did 
not cost me much pains, to In- 
duce as well Catholics asGreeks 
to kneel down with me and pray 
to our Lord Jesus Christ. Ev- 
en those prayed, who, in the 
time of peace and ease, almost 
the Saviour’s benefits began un- 
faithfully to deny; but earth- 
quakes often interrupted our 
prayers! 








From the Christian Mirror. 
MAHUMEDANISM. 

The Mahomedan system of 
faith, like the Jewish, embraces 
some truths; but if is a very 
different system. The Jewish 
religion, as it stands in the Old 
Testament, is true, and is per- 
fectly consistent with the Chris- 
tian faith, ‘The error of the 
house of Israel hes in rejecting 
farther and more perfect com- 
munications from Heaven; ina 
perverting that they have re- 
ceived, and in cleaving to that 
they should abandon, because it 
is abolished. ‘The impostor a- 
vailed himself of both the Jew- 
ish and Christiaa Scriptures.— 
But he grossly perverted both, 
and added, even in the princi- 
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pal place, the most incoherent, 
absurd and vicious doctrines of 
his own. Phe Christian believes 
in one God; that Moses and the 
prophets were his inspired ser- 
vants, and Christ the light and 
Saviour of the world. The Jews 
believe in one God; that Moses 
was his prophetand almost their 
Saviour; but tha¢ Clirist was an 
impostor. The creed of the Ma. 
homedan, which is very fre- 
quently on his lips, ts this:-— 
‘Khere is one God; Moses and 
Christ were his servants, and 
Mahomet is his prophet. This 
decciver, exalting himself as the 
favourite of Heaven, commis- 
sioned to give to man the last 
and most perfect revelation, 
gives law to all his followers! 
and all the truths he acknowl- 
edges are thrown in the back 
ground, and made subservient 
to his own dogmas. His reli- 
gion enjois some particular ob. 
seryvances; inculcates the doc- 
‘rine of absolate fate; encour- 
ages a warlike spirit; promises 
heaven to those who take the 
sword for the defence or propo- 
gation of the faith! and seizes 
strongly on the affections of a 
sensual race, by representing 
the paradise of God as abound- 
ing in sensual delights, while 
destruction awaits only those 
who do not become his follow- 
ers. ‘There is no motive fora 
holy life, and it is unknown a- 
mong his deluded devotees.— 
They are taught to become sto- 
ical and unsocial; and particu- 
larly to deem it a meritorious 
act to extirpate infidels from the 
earth.—Religion, and morality, 


A te a 


rn cE a ee i Se I sn mete 





7 


and good morals, cuuld not be 
expected tu flow from such be: 
lief. And the most accurate in- 
quiry would convince us, that 
the Koran has produced its na- 
tural fruit. 

The Mahomedan religion is 
established in, or prevails thro’- 
out, the Turkish dominions in 
Europe, Asia, and Africa, with 
the exception of some provinces; 
in the Barbary stutes: in interior 
Ifricu: in Madagascar, and the 
Eustern coasts of Arfica: in the 
Persian states: in some of the 
Russian states in Asia: in Inde- 
pendent Tartary: in Hindostan, 
among the higher classes; and 
in some of the Eastern Islands, 
It has made many proselytes in 
China, and some other countries. 
Thus it appears there are at 
least three Mahomedan empires; 
those of Turkey, Persia and 
Morocco. But nearly two-thirds 
of the population of European 
Turkey are Christiass; and in 
Hindostan, the followers of the 
prophet are mingled with idola- 
ters only in the proportion of a- 
bout one to eight. So in most 
of the other countries named, 
there are many people who do 
not believe the Koran. 

From their aversion tu regis- 
ters and enumerations of their 
people, itis peculiarly diflicult 
to ascertain the number of the 
Mahomedans. ‘They have been 
calculated at 140 millions.— 


Christ, after the clapse of 18 
centuries, has less than one- 
fourth of the human fainily so 
much as called by his name.— 
The false prophet, who began 
career six centuries later, 
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has nearly as many, who blind- 
ly follow his pernicious ways.— 
But this imposture, as well as 
the Romish corraption of Chris- 
tianity, which was established 
about the same time, lately ap- 
pear to be on the decline. ‘They 
must come to a perpetual end. 








From the Philadelphia Youth’s Journal. 

We were highly gratified on 
Monday last, to see a young In- 
dian taking part in religious wor- 
ship in a prayer meeting, in the 
session room of the FirstPresby- 
terian church, Northern Liber- 
ties; and hear him give an ex- 
hortation, he seemed to doit with 
so much sincerity and earnest- 
ness; and contrasted with so 
much feeling, our privileges with 
those of his poor fellow Indians. 
it was really a treat to our 
Christian people. He is of the 
Cherokee nation; his name is 
David Brown; he is a brother 
to Catharine Brown,with whose 
character, piety, and usefulness, 
many of our readers are ac- 
quainted. He stated that his 
father, mother, three sisters,and 
a brother, were ail professors 
of the Christian religion. He 
is studying in the Theological 
Seminary at Andover, ( Mass.) 
with a view to the ministry; but 
had been on to Washington Ci- 
ty to meet his brother, who was 
there, as a Chief of that part of 
the Cherokee nation which re- 
side west of the Mississippi, 
transacting business for the na- 
tion. Hespent some days with 
his brother at Washington, and 
used all his influence to bring 
him to embrace Christianitv— 
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and he finally agreed that he 
would become a Christian after 
a while; but when he would re- 
turn home, he would do all he 
could for the missionaries among 
them, and use his influence with 
his nation, to send their children 
to the school, at the missionary 
statien at Dwight, on the Ar- 
kansaw; where the brethren 
Washburn and Finney are la- 
bouring. 








REVIVALS. 

Marinc.— An interesting re- 
vival has lately commenced in 
Castine; and it is hoped a feeble 
church, which a short time since 
separated from the Unitarian 
Society, will soon be enabled to 
enjoy the sincere milk of the 
preached word. 


MassacnusettTs.-—In Am- 
herst Institution, nineteen bave 
hopefully become subjects of 
grace, Only about as many 
more remain impenitent, most 
of whom are cnarous. The work 
is extending into the academy 
and town. Williams College is 
sharing in the same good work. 

in Heath, ninety have united 
With the charch, many of whom 
are heads of families. N.S. BF. 
and W. Hampten, Rowe, Had- 
ley, and other towns in the vi- 
Cinity, are experiencing the 
blessed influences of the Holy 
Spirit. 

in Monson, there has recent- 
ly been an extensive revival. 

New HamMepsuire.—-—We have 
recently received intormation, 
that, in Northampton, thirty are 
reckoned subjects of a very ine 
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teresting work lately commence 
ed there. 

Several other places in this 
state are sharing largely in the 
special influences of the Spirit. 





RULES, 

Taken from the secret jour- 
nal of a self-observer, or confess 
sions and familiar letters of the 
Rev. J. C. Lavater, author of 
the Essays on Physiognomy, 
&c. in two volumes. 

His daily rules. 

The foliowing rules shall al- 
ways be before mine eyes; they 
shall be suspended somewhere 
in my study, and read and re- 
viewed by me every morning 
and evening. 

1. I will never rise in the 
morning without offering thanks 
and prayers to God; nor with- 
out reflecting that it perhaps 
inay be the last time. 

2. L will never begin my dai- 
Ivy occupations, neither 1a the 
morning nor in the evening, 
without having previously im- 
plored God on my Knees in a 
retired place, (at least for a few 
moments,) to grant me his aid 
and blessing. 

3. I will not do nor design 
any thing 1 would omit if Jesus 
Christ were standing visibly 
before me; nothing which I 
might repent of at the uncertain 
hour of death. I will, with the 
assistance of God, accustom my: 
self to do every thing without 
exception in the name of Jesus 
Christ; and, as his disciple, to 
sigh every bour to God for the 
blessing of the Holy Ghost, and 
always to be disposed to prayer. 
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4. I will read every day a 
chapter in the Bible, and parti- 
cularly in the Gospel; and se- 
lect some sentiment or other 
from the chapter I shall read, 
and revolve it frequently in my 
mind. 

5. Every day shall be mark- 
ed, at least by one particular 
work of charity. 

6. I will make it every day 
my principal business to be use- 
ful to my family. | 

7. 1 will never eat nor drink 
so much as to cause the least 
inconvenience or hindrance in 
the performance of my occupa- 
tions; and between meals, ab- 
stain, as much as possible, from 
eating, (a morsel in the evening 
excepted. ) 

8. Whithersoever I go,I will 
previously sigh te God that I 
may not commit a sin, but al- 
ways leave behind me some- 
thing useful; the same I will do 
before every meal, wheresoever 
J may take it. 

9. I will never sleep longer 
than eight hours at most, while 
in health. 

10. I will never lay down to 
sleep, without baving prayed 
first. 

11. In my prayers for others, 
which I will sever omit, I will 
mention by name, my parents, 
my wife, my children, my ser- 
vans, and my friends, &c. 

12. I will examine myself af- 
ter these rules every night, aud 
honestly mark in my journal the 
number which Lf have omitted; 
the same I will observe with re- 
gard to whatever I shall have 
read, transacted, said and learn- 
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Encourage your Pastor. 
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ed. God, thou seest what I 
pave wrote; may I be able to 
read it every morning With sin- 
cerity, and every night with joy 
and the loud applause of my 
conscience. 

ENCOURAGE YOUR PASTOR. 

Labour to animate and en- 
courage your pastor, because 
there are many things in his 
work, which will be likely to 
produce discouragement. One 
source of trial is the inaptitude 
of his hearers to receive their 
allotted portion. However care- 
ful he may have been in rightly 
dividing the word, he is dis- 
tressed to see that, when dealt 
out, it is not received according 
to his intentions. If he attempt 
to show the danger ard evil of 
sin, the fair and self-complai- 
sant moralist escapes unhurt, 
because in his eye the picture is 
too highly coloured to belong to 
any but monsters in wickedness. 
If he, to heal the bruised reed 
and to inflame the smoking flax, 
bring forward the richest and 
the most encouraging promises, 
these feeble babes refuse them 
all, because they are too good 
to be given to such poor dogs as 
they are, who hardly dare to 
pick up the crumbs that fail 
from their Master’s table, while 
the false professor is fed and 
built up in his celusion. If he 
bring into the house of God an 
examining light, with a design 
to hunt out the lurking hypo- 
crite, the poor timid children of 
God are frightened and begin 
tocry. Alas! say one, and an- 
other, I am found out—L am 





the one that he has been preach- 
ing to all day—I have all the 
bad marks that he has brought 
up—my hope is destroyed, and 
though I have often eaten and 
drunken with the people of God, 
yet I must be shut out of heaven 
at last. Whatshall Ido? Shall 
I go back to the world to find 
happiness in my former sins and 
vanities? Ah, nos; fur these I 
have lost my relish. I will fol- 
low on, and try to keep in sight 
of the goodly tents of Jacob, 
that I may hear their songs of 
praise, though [| am unworthy 
to enter their dwellings and to 
eat at theirtable. Thus, in his 
attempts to remove every cov- 
ering from the self-deceived 
soul, he may strip quite naked 
those fearfni saints, who are ev- 
er inclined to write bitter things 
against themselves. But his 
discouragements are not confir- 
ed to the church. He must 
preach to sinners. He is sent 
to them to open the eyes of the 
blind, to unstop the ears of the 
deaf, and to tura them from 
darkness to light, and from the 
power of satan unto God. With 
Ezekiel he must often go down 
into the midst of the valley, 
which is full of dry bones. — 
While passing by them round 
about, he will be led to exclaim, 
‘‘behold they are very many, 
and lo, they are very dry.”— 
This at times is his congrega- 
tion over which God bids him 
prophesy, saying, **O ye dry 
bones, hear the word of the 
Lord.” He obeys the com- 
mand, but all is still as death— 
no making and rattling noise is 
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Do you meet him com- 
ing away in despair from this 
ghastly sight, lead him back to 
his work, and assure him that 
the resurrection of these dis- 


jointed and scattered bones does 


not depend upon his power. Bid 
him prophesy again, and tell 
him that while he is speaking 


sn, 


you will pray to the Almighty 
wind, saying, ** Come from the 
four winds, O breath, & breating 
upon these slain, that they may 
live,” and soon his despair may 
be turned into joy at the sight 
of an exceeding great army. 
Chapin’s Sermon. 
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From the London Evangelical Magazine. 


A MISSIONARY HYMN. 


Hark! hark! the notes of joy 

Roll o’er the heavenly plains, 

And Seraphs find employ 

For their sublimest strains; 
Some new delight in beaven 1s known, 
Loud ring the harps around the throne! 


Hark! hark! the sounds draw nigh, 
The joytul hosts descend; 
Jesus forsakes the sky, 
To earth his footsteps bend; 
He comes to bless our fallen race— 
He comes with messages of grace. 


Bear, bear, the tidings round, 

Let every mortal know 

What love in God is found, 

What pity he can show; 
Ye winds that blow, ye waves that roll! 
Bear the glad news from pole to pole. 


Strike, strike, the harps again 

To great Emanuel’s name; 

Arise, ye sons of men, 

And ail bis grace proclaim; 
Angels and men, wake every string, 
*Tis God the Saviour's praise we sing! 








PSALM CXXXII. 


Gop in his temple let us meet, 
Low on your knees betore Him beng; 
Here hath He fix’d his mercy seat, 
Here on his Sabbath we attend, 


Arise into thy resting place, 
Thou, and thine ark of strength, O Lord; 
Shine through the veil, we seek thy tace; 
Speak, for we hearken to thy word. 


With righteousness thy priests array; 
Joyful thy chosen people be; 

Let thuse who teach, and those who pray, 
Let all—be holiness to Thee. 





